



Vibhu Sharma is an undergraduate student in Bachelors of Arts in English (Hons.) from St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi. She completed her schooling from Delhi Public School - Rohini. She was awarded the best student award both at the time of leaving school after high school and college after completing her undergraduate degree.

In 2013, when Vibhu had to write her Class XII Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) exams, she convinced the board to allow the visually challenged   students not only type   their answers on computer, but also give them the question   paper on the   computer itself, in an accessible format such as Microsoft   Word, along with   Screen - Reader, JAWS. This was absolutely against the traditional practices of amanuensis, writers and readers provided by the board to the visually challenged students to write exams. She is the first visually challenged student in India to have written her Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) Class XII Board exams on the computer with the help of JAWS along with her Question Paper provided to her on computer itself in accessible format such as Microsoft Word. She happily and proudly shares that the enabling system is now available to all students with visual impairment, who might want to write their exams independently, and her juniors are availing this facility.

As one of her five subjects, Vibhu chose Multimedia and Web Technology, a subject she was continuously discouraged to take. But she was determined and enthusiastic by her passion to study the subject at the High School level. Working with dedication, and a “never-say-die’ spirit, she emerged as a subject topper with 93% in her school in Multimedia and Web Technology.

She actively participates in activities of the persons with disabilities, and contributes towards voicing and representing their concerns. She is a member of the global campaign of a United Kingdom   based Leonard   Cheshire Disability, 'Young Voices' group.

She was invited to the Joint Asian Blind Union and International Council of Education for People with Visual Impairment (West Asia)  National Conference from March 11 to March 13,  2016 “Inclusion – Make it Happen” and  presented a paper entitled, ‘Voices of Stakeholders: Challenges of Youth with Visual Impairment’ in a plenary session , ‘Voices of Stakeholders’.

She was unanimously elected the Vice-President of the Enabling Unit of her college, St. Stephen’s College, and conducted awareness workshops as well as events to facilitate equal participation for students with disabilities from across colleges. These activities also helped non-disabled students understand and appreciate the potentialities of students with disabilities.

In September   2012, she was invited to represent India in the Fifth   Session of the   Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the UNCRPD, from   12-14 September 2012   at United Nations Headquarters in New York. She represented India and talked about 'The Right to Earn a   Living: Young   Women with Disabilities - Call for Action'. Meanwhile, she also attended the Global Forum of Education for   Children with   Disabilities organized by UNICEF, 14 - 15 September 2012.

 ‘The Right to Read’ campaign was launched by the World Blind Union in 2009. It was executed by the All India Confederation of the Blind in India as ‘The Blind to have the Same Right to Books’. Vibhu participated in the campaign which aimed at demanding publishers to allow copyright material be converted into accessible formats for the visually challenged.

She represented India in the First International Conference for Blind and Partially Sighted Children “Listening to the Children” organized by the Spanish National Organization of the Blind (ONCE) and World Blind Union (WBU) in partnership with International Council of Education for People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) held in Pontevedra – Spain, 16 to 20 June 2008. 

She volunteers for National Association of the Blind, and its sister institutions. Recently, on the request from National Association of the Blind, Vibhu designed English curriculum for the institution to be used to train students of NAB in English language. She also conducted classes in Communication Skills in English for students of NAB India Blind Women Centre.

She will now be pursuing her Masters degree in English and enthusiastically looks forward to contributing to the best of her abilities for persons with disabilities. Vibhu Sharma lives in Delhi – India.






